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People who are key to the local economy 
cannot even afford to rent a home. To afford 
a two-bedroom apartment, a family in the 
district needs an annual income of $56,080 
in Alameda County and in Contra Costa 
County — significantly more than bank tellers, 
preschool teachers, and receptionists earn.

The Housing Situation in the 15th Assembly District

More and more people in California find themselves priced out of the current housing market. 
Foreclosures have forced more people into the rental market, pushing up rents across the state.

Homeownership is even further out of reach. As of October 2012, median home prices were still 
very high in district areas like Berkeley ($610,000), El Cerrito ($515,000), and Albany ($493,250). 
Even with home prices dropping, a home buyer in the district must earn, on average, more than 
$75,754 a year to afford a median-priced home ($344,363) — assuming a near-perfect credit score, 
sufficient savings for a down-payment and zero monthly debt (e.g. car payments, student loans, 
credit cards). 

VERY–LOW-INCOME EARNERS*

Construction Laborers  $ 47,795
Payroll Clerks    $ 49,527
Legal Secretaries   $ 50,810
Medical Technicians   $ 52,465
Tax Preparers    $ 53,185

**below 80% of median income for a family of four

LOW-INCOME EARNERS**

Veterinary Assistants   $ 28,494
Bank Tellers    $ 29,193
School Bus Drivers   $ 32,304
Preschool Teachers   $ 33,650
Receptionists    $ 34,397

*below 50% of median income for a family of four

PRICED OUT

Some of the residents in your district who would benefit from more affordable homes include:

Affordable Homes Needed:  62,995 
Affordable Homes Available:  53,250
Shortage:      9,745

In Contra Costa County alone:



A range of homes affordable to all affects many of the issues that you care about. 

Public Safety
When there is a greater range of housing options that people can afford, public safety benefits: 

 • Battered women and their children can more easily afford to leave their abusers without risking 
homelessness and further victimization on the street, reducing law enforcement and related costs. Accord-
ing to the National Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty, up to 57% of homeless women reported 
domestic violence as the direct cause of their homelessness. 
 • People with mental illness will be less likely to end up in jail or prison due to a lack of housing and 
treatment. The cost of incarceration is roughly $110,000 per year for those with serious mental conditions. 
If people with mental illnesses can find homes with supportive services that help them remain stable, they 
are less likely to experience breakdowns or engage in criminal behavior. This reduces demands on our 
criminal justice system, while improving the lives of those with mental illnesses.
 • Today’s affordable homebuilders also reduce demands on law enforcement by screening their ten-
ants carefully and closely managing their apartment communities to make sure that they are safe, quality 
places to live. 

Increasing the options for renting or owning a home also supports police and fire operations. Local fire 
and police departments have an easier time recruiting and retaining lower-paid key support staff, such as 
mechanics, dispatchers, and emergency medical personnel, when they can afford to live near work. 

Health Care
A recent study of the link between home and health reports, “Inability to afford adequate housing drives 
many families into overcrowded units, frequent evictions or changes of address and episodes of home-
lessness, all of which have consequences for the families’ health, both mental and physical.”

When individuals or families move frequently, live in overcrowded or substandard conditions, or are home-
less, it is much more difficult to address health problems proactively. 2011 Point-in-Time counts found 
over 6,500 homeless individuals in Alameda and Contra Costa Counties, and these children, veterans, 
persons with mental illnesses, and older adults are especially at risk of health problems. From the stability 
of a home, it is much easier to contact health-care providers, receive appointment reminders, plan trans-
portation, obtain medications, and maintain relationships with doctors and practitioners. 

Environment 
Affordable homes contribute to California’s efforts to protect the environment. To reduce construction costs 
and rents, affordable homebuilders build more compactly, using land, water, and energy resources more 
efficiently. Most affordable-home developments are in locations closer to jobs and daily needs, increas-
ing options for walking and public transit use, and reducing vehicle travel, greenhouse gas emissions, and 
development pressure on agricultural land and open space. 

2011 Point-in-Time Counts 
found over 6,500 homeless indi-
viduals in Alameda and Contra 

Costa Counties. 


