
 

Sample Support Letter – AB 2988 (Chu) 

Letters of support must be submitted via the CA Legislature Advocates’ Portal at 

https://calegislation.lc.ca.gov/Advocates/ Please email a copy to Linda.Vo@asm.ca.gov 

(Author’s Office) and lvillalobos@housingca.org and mwiant@calhsng.org (Sponsors) 

DUE: Wednesday, May 13, 2020 

 

INSERT YOUR LETTERHEAD 

[DATE] 

 
The Honorable David Chiu 
Assembly Housing and Community Development Committee 
1020 N Street, Room 156 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Re: Support for AB 2988 (Chu) – Increasing Supportive Housing  

Dear Assemblymember Chiu: 

On behalf of [NAME OF YOUR ORGANIZATION], I am writing in support of AB 2988, which would 

increase the production and availability of permanent supportive housing for individuals 

experiencing homelessness by creating more opportunities to build these projects through a 

streamlined process. [PLEASE WRITE ONE OR TWO SENTENCES ABOUT YOUR ORGANIZATION] 

California is facing an unprecedented affordable housing and homelessness crisis, with over 

150,000 people experiencing homelessness on any given night and a shortage of more than 1.4 

million homes. As a result, Californians routinely identify homelessness and housing as the two 

top issues facing our State. Supportive housing is a cost-effective intervention in ending 

homelessness for our state’s most vulnerable residents. It allows people with disabilities to live 

independently, provides a sense of community, and contributes to public health.  

Existing law allows developers to build supportive housing through a streamlined process state-

wide, including in rural areas with little or no supportive housing, commercially-zoned areas, 

areas that allow for residential use, and properties previously occupied and now blighted. This 

was an important step forward in the production of supportive housing. However, there are a 

growing number of challenges within current law that hinder the production of permanent 

supportive housing. 

AB 2988 addresses those challenges by making simple but important changes to existing law. 

First, it lifts the unit cap on supportive housing from 50 units to 120 units in certain 

communities. While jurisdictions will still be able to apply local development standards in 
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reviewing an application to build supportive housing, increasing the unit cap will allow 

developers to build more efficiently. Capping a development at 50 units not only has the effect 

of driving up costs, it also limits a developer’s ability to effectively use other tools, like the state 

density bonus law.  Additionally, the bill modifies the criteria for whether a supportive housing 

project is subjected to the unit cap by lowering the population threshold from 200,000 to 

150,000 or fewer for cities and unincorporated areas of a county and requiring the community 

be located in a continuum of care region with a total homeless point-in-time count of 1,500 or 

fewer. Finally, AB 2988 expands the zones where supportive housing can be built using a 

streamlined process to include areas where emergency shelters are permitted. This simple 

change will open up more land locally where projects can be built.  

For these reasons, [ORGANIZATION’S NAME] is pleased to support AB 2988. For more 

information about [ORGANIZATION’S NAME]’s support of AB 2988, please contact [MAIN 

CONTACT PERSON], [POSITION/TITLE], at [E-MAIL ADDRESS] or [PHONE NUMBER]. 

 Sincerely, 

[INDIVIDUAL’S NAME] 
[POSITION/TITLE] 
[ORGANIZATION] 
 
CC: The Honorable Kansen Chu 
       Members of the Assembly Housing and Community Development Committee 
 

 

 

 


