
 
 

  
  

AB 1406 (GLORIA): HOMELESS YOUTH ADVOCACY & HOUSING PROGRAM 
 

 
California has made important gains in the last 10 years to improve outcomes for vulnerable youth. However, 
our State continues to lag behind other states’ progress in addressing youth homelessness. 

• California has the largest population of 16-24-year-olds experiencing homelessness. 
• While the combined local, state and federal investment in child welfare and foster care is $4 billion, 

just $10 million is available from the State of California to address the complex needs of homeless 
youth.  

• Homelessness is on the decline for some groups in California, yet the number of homeless youth has 
increased by 7% since 2015.   

• Disparities in access to housing and services prevent young people, especially LGBT young people, 
from safely exiting homelessness. 

 
We have seen success in meeting the needs of adults experiencing homelessness, but not in meeting the needs 
of our young adults on the streets.  Without ensuring our homeless response efforts are sufficiently funded, 
coordinated, and targeted to meet the needs of the growing population of young people, these Californians will 
become the next wave of adults experiencing chronic homelessness. 
 
ASSEMBLY BILL 1406 (GLORIA) 
The Homeless Youth Advocacy & Housing Program, AB 1406 (Gloria), would provide the following:  

• Competitive funding from the California Housing & Community Development Department to 10 local 
jurisdictions to provide housing and services to young people experiencing homelessness; 

• A flexible approach that offers whatever the young adult needs to access and maintain housing stability, 
including rapid re-housing, transitional housing, supportive housing, family finding, street outreach, 
and housing navigation; 

• Services tailored to support transition to economic independence and self-sufficiency, using evidence-
based case management services, employment services, and care coordination; and 

• Support in developing local plans to end youth homelessness. 
 
LOCAL ACCOUNTABILITY  
Under AB 1406, selected jurisdictions would be required to demonstrate that their interventions have a 
measurable, positive impact on the long-term economic security and self-sufficiency of homeless youth. Local 
government would also contribute matching dollars or in-kind match, to ensure maximum impact on youth 
homelessness in the communities receiving funding.  
 
MORE INFORMATION  
Amy Lemley, John Burton Advocates for Youth, at amy@jbaforyouth.org  
Joe Boniwell, Housing California, at jboniwell@housingca.org  
Sharon Rapport, Corporation for Supportive Housing, at sharon.rapport@csh.org  
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