
 
 
 
 

Thursday, August 5th, 2020  

 

The Honorable Bill Dodd 

Chair, Senate Committee on Governmental Organization 

California State Capitol, Room 4032 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

 

RE:     AB 2054 (Kamlager) Community Response Initiative to 

Strengthen Emergency Systems (C.R.I.S.E.S.) Act – SUPPORT 

  

Dear Senator Dodd: 

  

On behalf of Housing California, I am writing in strong support of AB 

2054 (Kamlager), which will establish the Community Response 

Initiative to Strengthen Emergency Systems (C.R.I.S.E.S.) Act pilot grant 

program, to fundamentally improve emergency responses for vulnerable 

populations in California, by strengthening, expanding and promoting 

community-based responses to emergency situations. 

 

Housing California is nonprofit, public policy advocacy organization, 

whose mission is to ensure a safe, stable, and affordable home for every 

Californian. Creating a safe, equitable, and culturally competent system 

for responding to people experiencing emergencies is essential to ending 

homelessness because of the intersectional nature of homelessness. 

People experiencing homelessness are among the most vulnerable in 

California, and the homeless population is disproportionately made up of 

people of color, LGBTQ and non-gender conforming persons, disabled 

persons, victims of domestic violence, and the formerly incarcerated. We 

cannot solve homelessness unless we address underlying issues facing the 

vulnerable populations that disproportionately make up our homeless 

neighbors.  

 

Developing community-based emergency response programs for 

vulnerable populations will both help alleviate inflows into homelessness 

and will better address the emergencies of people currently experiencing 

homelessness. Mental health crises, substance use, domestic and 

community violence are situations that can lead people towards 

homelessness, and providing de-escalation and other non-violent 

resolutions, instead of armed officers, will save lives, prevent over-

incarceration, and disrupt an inflow into homelessness from the justice 
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system. Additionally, providing culturally competent, supportive, emergency response services 

to people experiencing homelessness will reduce the likelihood of escalation, violence, arrest and 

incarceration, and is better suited to resolving crises and helping people to become stably housed.  

 

In many counties across the state, community organizations are successfully responding to 

emergency situations involving people experiencing a public health crisis, people who are 

unhoused, people experiencing a mental health crisis, people exposed to intimate partner or 

community violence, and people experiencing substance abuse. Despite their positive impact and 

the cost savings that community-oriented responses to emergencies present, California has done 

little to support and scale these efforts. Instead, law enforcement officers continue to respond to 

emergencies that would be better addressed by community organizations with trained peer 

support experts, mental health providers, or crisis counselors. The proposed 3-year pilot program 

seeks to fill the void currently existing in emergency response services so that vulnerable 

populations can safely access quality emergency services that are culturally appropriate and from 

trained professionals with relationships and a track record of service in their communities.  

 

While there are a wide variety of innovative community organizations engaged in successfully 

meeting the needs of vulnerable populations in emergency situations, California does not have a 

policy, a set of protocols, or dedicated funding to support and strengthen community 

organizations’ involvement. For these reasons, Housing California is proud to support AB 2054 

and respectfully requests your “Aye” vote. We look forward to working with you and your staff 

on advancing this proposal. Thank you for your consideration. 

  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Christopher Martin  

Legislative Advocate, Homelessness 

Housing California 

 

 

CC: Alina Evans, Communications Director for Assemblymember Kamlager: 

alina.evans@asm.ca.gov   

 Kalyn Dean, Associate, Alliance for Boys and Men of Color: kalyn@policylink.org  
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