
 
 

Contact: Brian Augusta, 916.400.3136, baugusta@housingadvocates.org; Alexander Harnden, 916.282.5118, aharnden@wclp.org 

Summary: This bill makes common-sense 
changes to the eviction process to protect 
the rights of tenants facing increasing 
pressures as a result of California’s rising 
rents and affordable housing crisis. The bill 
gives tenants  a more reasonable period of 
time to resolve alleged lease violations, 
protects tenants from retaliation for 
exercising their right to organize, and 
ensures that tenants are able to exercise 
their right to tell their side of the story in 
court and present their defenses.  
 
Background: California law provides for 
accelerated timelines and procedures in 
eviction cases. Currently, the law requires 
landlords trying to evict tenants for alleged 
lease violations or nonpayment of rent to 
give the tenant a 3-day notice to “cure” the 
alleged violation or tender the unpaid rent. 
Once the notice has expired, a landlord does 
not have to allow the tenant to fix the 
situation and can file an eviction case. Legal 
services advocates across the state have 
reported that the short timeline regularly 
prevents tenants from addressing the issues 
that lead landlords to file evictions. Often, 
tenants are able to resolve the situation but 
not within three days.  
  
In addition, tenants in eviction cases 
currently have only 5 days (including 
weekends and holidays) to file an answer 
telling their side of the story once an 
eviction has been filed. This often requires 
an attorney’s help to identify defenses and 
evaluate the case. If a tenant can’t meet the 
deadline, the landlord can win the case 
automatically. With such a short time to 
respond, it’s no surprise that tenants 

routinely miss the deadline, often because 
they don’t receive the court papers right 
away, live far from the courthouse, or are 
not immediately able to consult with a legal 
services attorney or other person who can 
explain the papers to them. These tenants 
lose despite having good defenses, or have 
to file motions to win back the right to 
defend themselves and have their day in 
court.  
 
The Bill: AB 2343 would do the following:  

• Extend the time to remedy alleged 
nonpayment of rent or violations of 
the lease from 3 to 10 days, and 
extend notices based on alleged 
nuisance from 3 to 5 days. 

• Require that these notices include 
more detail about alleged lease 
violations and how to remedy them. 

• Extend from 5 days to 14 days the 
time to respond in court to an 
eviction action. 

• Create a presumption that evictions 
filed shortly after a tenant engages in 
legally protected organizing activity 
are retaliatory.  

• Enact procedural reforms that 
ensure tenants can adequately 
prepare a defense to an eviction 
action. 

 
Support: 
• California Rural Legal Assistance 

Foundation (co-sponsor) 
• Western Center on Law & Poverty (co-

sponsor) 

AB 2343 (Chiu) 
Ensuring Fairness and Efficiency in Eviction Actions 


