
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
May 13, 2020 
 
Honorable Susan Eggman 
California State Assembly 
State Capitol Room 4117 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE: AB 2580 (Eggman)—Oppose Unless Amended 
 
Dear Assemblymember Eggman, 
 
On behalf of the undersigned organizations that work to address the housing needs of lower-income 
Californians, we regretfully must oppose your AB 2580 unless amended. While we agree that distressed 
hotel and motel properties present an opportunity to create permanent housing, the bill in print raises 
significant concerns and may impede plans by the state and many local governments to utilize hotels as 
part of the strategy to reduce homelessness. 
 
AB 2580 provides for a streamlined, ministerial approval process for the conversion of hotel and motels 
to residential uses, if the developer agrees to include 20% of units affordable to lower-income 
households for 55 years. The streamlining offered under AB 2580 is modeled on SB 35 (Wiener, Chapter 
366, Statutes of 2017), but fails to include the various safeguards built into that legislation to ensure 
that streamlining comes with significant community benefits and is not available to projects that would 
contribute, directly or indirectly, to the displacement of vulnerable populations.   
 
In many communities, older, lower-cost hotels and motels serve as a critical source of temporary or 
permanent housing for people with extremely low incomes and people experiencing homelessness. 
People may be living in a hotel because they're on a long waitlist for affordable housing; have a criminal 
record, bad credit, or other barriers to accessing permanent housing; can't afford a security deposit; can 
only pay weekly or in cash; or a whole host of other reasons. These types of hotels also often serve as a 
crucial part of homeless continuums of care, providing temporary shelter for people, and frequently 
families, experiencing homelessness through hotel voucher programs. In addition, these hotels are often 



located in lower-income neighborhoods that are sensitive to the kinds of gentrification and 
displacement pressures that can come from increased development.  
  
If the state is going to provide the benefit of a streamlined review process for hotel/motel conversions, 
the focus should be on expanding affordable housing opportunities, particularly for housing affordable 
to people with extremely low-incomes who are already relying on these properties for shelter, and 
supporting efforts to use hotel/motel acquisition to address homelessness. 
 
To better target this policy to protect vulnerable populations and assist in the creation of permanent 
housing for people who might otherwise rely on hotels for shelter, we suggest the following: 
 

• Limit the streamlined, ministerial review process to hotel/motel conversions in which 100% of 
the units will be affordable to lower-income households, and in which a significant portion of 
units will be affordable to households with and extremely low-incomes and for people at risk of 
or experiencing homelessness. 

• Require that any existing resident receive relocation assistance and are offered a right to return 
to a permanent unit at a rent they can afford. 

• Ensure that the bill does not supersede existing or future local hotel/motel conversion 
ordinances that require deeper levels of affordability or offer greater protections for existing 
residents.  

 
One of the many unfortunate impacts of the COVID-19 crisis may be an uptick in lower-cost hotels and 
motels that are available for sale. This presents a unique opportunity to capture these properties to 
serve critical community needs and address the severe shortage of housing for Californians with 
extremely low incomes. Without amendments, AB 2580 may impede this opportunity by driving more 
competition for these properties. 

 
We appreciate your leadership in this area and look forward to continuing to work with you to address 
these issues. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Brian Augusta 
California Rural Legal Assistance Foundation 
 
 
 
 
 
Sharon Rapport 
Corporation for Supportive Housing 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Chris Martin 
Housing California 
 
 

 
 
Ashley Werner 
Leadership Counsel for Justice and Accountability 
 
 
 
 
 
Chione Flegal 
PolicyLink 
 
 
 
 
 
Michelle Pariset 
Public Advocates 
 
 
 
 
 
Mike Rawson 
Public Interest Law Project 
 
 
 
 
 
Anya Lawler 
Western Center on Law and Poverty 
 


